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UM BROADCAST STUDENTS COVER 
STATE LEGISLATURE FOR RADIO SERIES
MISSOULA -
University of Montana students are taking to the airwaves once again to cover the 
Montana Legislature.
A group of UM students covered the last session of the Legislature in 2005, and their 
newscasts received such positive feedback that UM’s Department of Radio-Television decided to 
send students to Helena once again. This year two seniors in broadcast journalism, both native 
Montanans, are covering the session.
Cortney Fawthrop from Townsend and Autumn Reagor from Great Falls are in charge 
of interviewing, editing and producing their daily radio series. But this time around a different 
format is in place that allows for more stations to easily adapt the broadcasts to their needs.
“Every day we do an update of what happened in the Legislature covering top points and 
top stories that happened,” Fawthrop said. “Every day we also do a preview of the big things 
coming up tomorrow. We send pre-packaged stories and sound bytes. We usually send out six to 
eight things every day or more, depending on the news of the day.”
The broadcasts are sent to more than 50 radio stations statewide.
“Not only is the program good for the students and the radio programmers across the
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state, but it’s good for Montanans as well,” said Denise Dowling, UM assistant professor of 
radio-television. Not every radio station can afford to send their staff to cover the Legislature, she 
said, so this gives them an opportunity to have that type of broadcast. Not to mention, it gives the 
students an amazing learning opportunity as well.
Fawthrop said she was amazed by how friendly everyone was and how professionally 
they treated her. Both students have access to the House of Representatives and Senate chamber 
floors and access to all of the lawmakers -  even U.S. Senator John Tester, who granted them an 
interview on one of their first days.
The students have covered the Legislature since its first session in January and will 
continue until the session is over in April. Even though they receive a small living stipend and 
school credit for their work, they still pay their own tuition. Both women were selected through 
an application process.
This opportunity is funded by the UM President’s Office, The Montana Broadcasters 
Association, The Greater Montana Foundation and the School of Journalism Radio-Television 
Department.
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